MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
Vigilius, invited to approve the Edict, refused to do so, and excom-
municated the patriarch of Constantinople, but finally gave way
in 548. However, being confronted with the opposition of the
Occidental bishops, Vigilius withdrew his acquiescence. An
Oecumenical Council was then convoked in Constantinople, but
Vigilius, although he was detained in that city, refused to attend it,
together with the great majority of the Occidental bishops, so
that the Oecumenical Council was in reality nothing but a Greek
Council, under the presidency of the patriarch of Constantinople.
By this Council the three chapters were condemned, and Vigilius,
refusing to submit, was exiled by Justinian to an island in
the Sea of Marmora.1 He finally gave way, and was authorized
to return to Rome, but died in the course of the journey, at
Syracuse, in 555.2
Like Vigilius himself, his successor Pelagius I, consecrated in
555, was appointed by Justinian. He did his best to preserve the
peace of the Church, which remained divided upon the question
of the three chapters, despite the tragic crisis to which the wars
were subjecting Italy.
The Lombards, whom the Imperial armies, detained in Asia and
on the Danube,8 were powerless to check, overran the country.
The Empire was now passing through one of the most troublous
and critical periods of its history. Justin II, unable to send troops,
advised the Pope to fight the Lombards with gold, and to form
an alliance against them with the Franks.
However, the Lombards, in the reign of the Emperor Tiberius H
(578-582), .invaded the country as far as Spoleto and Benevento.
Pope Pelagius II seconded the efforts of the Emperor to obtain an
alliance with the Franks, but in vain. Italy became a prey to the
most terrible disorder.
Yet Rome, the seat of the Pope, and Ravenna, the Imperial
city, held out against the enemy. The Emperor Maurice (582-602)
1	vasiuev, op, at., pp. 201-202.
2	HARTkANN; Op. «'*., Vol. I, pp. 392-394.
8 vashjev, op. df., vol. I, p. 225,
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